In 1912, William Leslie moved to live and minister to a remote tribal group
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. He left 17 years later, discouraged and
believing that his ministry had been a failure, he died 9 years later. In 2010,
84 years later, it was discovered that there was a thriving network of church-
es across the river from where Dr. Leslie had lived. He left, thinking his min-
istry had produced no fruit, but it fact he had planted the seeds that flour-
ished, grew and reproduced....just not in his life time.

The past few weeks we have spent sipping chai over smoky fires, visiting
our widows in their mud huts and listening to people of all ages. What we
heard was astounding, humbling and exciting. The road that we have trav-
eled has not been an easy ones, the bumps and the potholes have often
made us question “why” we are in ministry. Why is Kenya Hope doing what
they are doing? God might not let us know this side of heaven, what fruit
this ministry has borne, but we are grateful for the glimpses of it that we are seeing. Widow’s earning enough to care for their
own families, pay school fees. Young and old telling us their favorite books of the Bible that they love listening to via the many
audio Bibles that have been given out. Adults learning to read and write for the first time, churches where before there were
none, believers growing in faith and numbers.

Farmers must be some of the most patient people around. It takes weeks, if not months to see your labor bear fruit. Pineap-
ple take 34 months. apple trees take 2-4 years before they produce, sweet cherry trees 4-7 years with pecans taking upwards of
10+ years. If you are in a hurry you might want to consider another line of work.

Missions is very much like farming. We cultivate, plant, prune, water and
Lord willing bring in a harvest.

“So then neither the one who plants nor the one who wa-
ters is anything, but God who causes the growth.”

1 Cor. 3:7

Lord willing, we will continue to see this ministry bear fruit in our lifetime, our
prayer is that it will be more than we can imagine. For that to happen, it re-
quires all of us continuing to pray, give, go and serve....despite the bumps and
the potholes...and leave the results with God.

Joy Mueller
Kenya Hope, P. O. B o x 554, Hudsonvill e, MI 49426
Phone:-77-824%464 , Emai | : khopeoffice@ymail.com

Website: www. kenyahope. org
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